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of the Bank of Poland. Soon after the Parliament closed, Prystor
made some changes in the composition of the Government with
the twofold object of assisting the President in his task and of
reducing the size of the Cabinet—in itself an economy. Various
economies had been put before Parliament, but some of them
aroused such an amount of opposition that they were dropped,
though a 48-hours' strike engineered by the Socialists almost
completely failed. The Budget for 1932-33 was published on
March 25 in the official gazette as: Revenue, 2,377 million zlotys;
Expenditure, 2,452 million zlotys; but as the year advanced
the deficit increased.
Moscicki got to work at once by holding at Spala on March 29
a conference consisting of Prystor, the Prime Minister, Bartel,
Switalski and Slawek, former Prime Ministers since 1926, and
General Rydz-Smigly, for the consideration of the situation.
Pilsudski was in Egypt. Nor did he take part in a similar conference
held in Warsaw on April 26, but next day he had a long talk with
Moscicki about its proceedings and other matters. These confer-
ences had not a Governmental but a consultative character,
yet from the standing of the men at them were important in
assisting the President regarding the decrees he was empowered
by the Parliament to issue for the relief of the country in its
critical position. A number of these "Decree Laws" were promul-
gated from time to time dealing with both agriculture and industrial
undertakings, and lightening the burden of taxes and debts,
while helping them with certain credits.
TENSION WITH GERMANY
In the spring of 1932 important events in Europe and in the Far
East overshadowed the Disarmament Conference for a time.
With the passing of Briand on March 7, the general situation
began to take on a less pacific appearance; in Poland it was recalled
that he had signed the treaty formulating the Franco-Polish
alliance in 1921, and the value of that alliance to both of the
contracting parties was stressed once more in Warsaw; but the
death of Briand, following on that of Stresemann, viewed in
conjunction with the aggressiveness of the ever-increasing force

